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BIG NEWS! 

Our 2009 Annual General Meeting was held on Monday March 29, 2010  

Our 2010-2011 Board of Directors are:  
 

President  -    John Krasinski  Past President  -    John Kellam  

Vice President  -    Noel Mowat    Treasurer -    Glenn Smith  

Secretary  -    Dean McC ullagh  Director   -    Ron Hart  

Director   -    Jodi Hewett   Director   -    Ian McCutcheon  

Director   -     Ian Young   

2010-2011 Board Of Director s 
 

"A smile is 

contagious; be 
a carrier."  

Wendy & Kirsten take in some 

skating this past winter  
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Darlene and Kaitlin  

at the  

Spirit of Sisterhood 

conference in 
February 2010  

From the Executive Director:  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our group of dedicated volunteers. You support 

the children and families we serve with your time and share your life experience. You are 

having a positive impact on the children you spend time with. Often with children we donõt 

see the benefits in the short term but you are teaching valuable life lessons o n every outing. 

Please share your stories with others and encourage someone you know to get involved 

with our programs.  
 

Many of you are aware that we went through an Accreditation  Process last year. Our 

National office spends a couple of days with us revi ewing files, interviewing volunteers, 

parents and community partners. The Accreditation Team looks at service delivery, client 

satisfaction, professionalism and program impact to name just a few checkpoints. I am 

pleased to say that we scored 92% in this c ategory. This, according to one member of the 

Accreditation Team, is the highest he has ever scored an agency.  
 

We have had a few staff changes in the last year. Heather has been with us forever and 

continue s to do an amazing job with the In -School Mentori ng Program. Kelly has a new 

position as Fund Development Coordinator but she still finds time to plan amazing activities 

for our members. Duztin joined us in August and has done an amazing job since day one. I 

would also like to welcome Miranda Gibson to t he team. Miranda will be with us until the 

end of June (we hope longer) helping Heather promote and expand our In -School 

Mentoring Program. The newest member  to the BBBSOW team is Bobbi Wallis. Bobbi is 

currently working in a Casework Support role 3 days a  week but we have big plans for her in 

the future.  
 

I am extremely fortunate to work with an amazing group of people and I look forward to 

2010. It may be another year of challenges  but I know we are equal to  the task.  

 

Sincerely,  

Mark Shuwera  

Executive D irector  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT CANADIAN 

BIG SEARCH! 

 

18th Annual Fishing Derby for  

Big and Little Brothers & Sisters  
 

Scotsman Point, a family oriented, housekeeping cottage 

resort on Buckhorn Lake in  the Kawarthas, just north of 

Peterborough, would again like to offer a weekend of 

òFishing and Funó to the Big and Little Brothers & Sisters. 

This opportunity is for Bigs and Littles in the Traditional 

Program who have been matched for a minimum of one fu ll 

year.  

This offer includes a lakefront housekeeping cottage and 

resort facilities the weekend of April 30 to May 2, 2010  for a 

Perch, Bluegill and Crappie Fishing Derby. Registration 

deadline April 23, 2010 

You will have the opportunity to:  

¶ attend a fis hing seminar  

¶ row a boat  

¶ make a lure  

¶ take part in a fishing derby  

¶ play shuffleboard, volleyball & horseshoes  

¶ play some outdoor games  
 

Scotsman Point Resort will provide ONE rowboat per cottage 

or ONE dock space if the Big has their own boat, as well as a 

full program  of activities for the weekend at no extra cost. 

Each cottage has a fully equipped kitchen for cooking your 

meals and gas bbqõs are available. 
 

Special Weekend Package Rate!  

Cost: $60 per person including PST & GST, for the weekend. A 

minimum of 4 persons will be sharing a 2 or 3 bedroom 

cottage.  
 

If you would like an application, a copy of the daily 

schedule or have any questions please give us a call.  
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A Little bit will help out BIG!!  
Our annual Bowl For Kids Sake event is well underway and you can help make  a difference by making a small donation towards 

our campaign. Funds raised from Bowl For Kids Sake enable us to provide Bigs to the children in our programs as well as  Big Bunch 

activities, the Annual  Picnic and Christmas Party. Your support is extremely important in that it will allow us to continue to offer these 

programs. Please consider pledging the agency or a staff member  today  - every little bit will help out BIG .  You can show your 

support a couple of different ways, dropping of f cash or cheque to the office or pledging on -line with a credit card. Visit 

www.bbbsow.ca  and following the Bowl For Kids Sake link itõs only takes a few minutes.  

 

Bowl For Kids Sake Grand Prize sponsored by:  

 

Join us on Facebook  

 
Help us reach our goal of 1000 Fans!!  

 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Oshawa -Whitby now has a 

FaceBook  fan page. You can help create awareness 

about our organiz ation  with a click of a button. The more 

fans we have the more volunteers we could have which  

means more children being served . Also, it is our hope that 

if more  people are  up to date on everything going on 

here at BBBSOW we will see an increase in participation  at 

our fundraising events. Increased participation results in 

more dollars being raised leading to more activities for Bigs 

and Littles!  
 

If you havenõt already, please become a fan and 

encourage everyone on your friends list to do the same.  

 

Come on lets reach 1000 by April 30 th 2010!! 
 

Become  a FaceBook  fan here!!!  
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New Matches  
 

January 20 10 
 

BS Sara R. & LS Amy H. 

 

February 20 10 
 

Couple Beau & Michelle & LB K eegan P.  

 

March 2010  
 

BB Chris F. & LB Harrison B. 

BS Jasmine R. & LS Hanna C. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 20 10 

 
Dalia D .     Omar D.  

Holly I.    Mika ela I.  

Keegan P.  Shuana P.

 Andrew H. Matt C.  

Shareff E. Bobby B.  

Zackary J.  

 

 

April 2010  

 
 

Hannah C.  James H.  

Keegan M.  Kelsey M. 

Noah M.  Sashay C.   

Chad B.  Samantha T.   

Rory W-E. 

 

 

May 2010  

 

Amy H.   Courtney C -R. 

Darlene O.  Jacob P.  

Katrina F.  Nathaniel T . 

Reagan F -N. Jack K.  

Eric H.  Kyle H. 

 

 

 

     HOUSEKEEPING 
  

             To All Bigs and Littles!  

 
Is it time for a Match review ? If you havenõt 

spoken to Duztin in the  last month then it is time 

to give  him a call to update your match.  

 

Just a reminder that overnights are only 

permitted if you have been matched for a 

minimum of 1 year and only after the proper 

paperwork has been completed and submitted 

to your caseworker.  
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The Astrological Volunteer Guide!  
 

Aries:            March 21 -April 20  
 
Will-o-the wisp, the Ram  arrives in the spring and love is in the air! 

Burning with energy, impulsive, creative, being near you is 

forever summertime! With your friends, you enjoy being the 

leader of the packéYou are a good talker and often surprise 

people with your philosophical  and sometimes utopian 

ideaséVolunteerism is part of your  life! You enjoy helping 

people and they often turn to you for advice.  Wherever you 

help out, there will never be a dull moment when you are 

around!  

Volunteer Guide:  children, teens, active listening , animating 

support groups, friendly visits to an elderly person, tutoring would 

appeal to Aries!  

 

 

Congratulations!!  
 

Big Brother of the year  

Brad Arbour & Danielle  

Celebrated their wedding  

on February 14, 2010.  

Bradõs Little Brother Cameron 

participated in the celebration  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER CAMPS 
 

Generally over the summer we receive 

sponsorship opport unities to a variety 

of different camps. Although hard to 

believe but last year we were unable 

to fill all of the spots.  

 

This year we would like to be ahead of 

the game and have a list already to 

go...so, if your child is interested in 

attending a particu lar camp please let 

us know by June 1 st, 2010 

Should spots come available we will 

be in touch.  

 

Some camp ideas are:  

 

School of Rock N Roll  

Photography Camp  

Durham College Sports Camp  

UOIT CSI Camp 

Camp Samac  

City of Oshawa Camps  

Trampoline Camp  

Science/E ngineering/Technology  

VIP (Very Important Kids)  

Eastview Boys and Girls/Northview  

Ceramics Canada  

Tall Ships Adventure Camp  

Frost Institute 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Former Little sƘŀǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΧΦ 
 

When I was 9 years old I walked through the doors of the Big Brothers Association to meet Ray for 
the first time.  I am now 28 years old and I still get that sense of excitement each and every time we 
do something together. 
 
My name is David Longley and I am a living, breathing example of how important the Big Brother 
Association is in the lives of the people it touches.  Due to extenuating circumstances I found myself a 
nine-year-old boy, growing up without a strong male role model.  Right from the start Ray and I 
clicked together as Little Brother / Big Brother.  He may have started out taking me for ice cream, or 
throwing the ball around, or catching a game or two but this soon turned into inviting me as part of 
his family on camping trips, hockey tournaments and other family holidays.  I soon turned from being 
wŀȅΩǎ [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŦƻǊŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  wŀȅΣ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ /ƛƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
Crystal welcomed me with open arms and to this day treat me like another member of the family.  
We may have met 19 years ago but to this day we are still playing ball together and still hanging out 
together like best friends and I plan on keeping it like that forever. 
 
As a child I did not realize the impact that getting involved with a Big Brother would have.  At that 
time Ray was an adult who came over and took me to great places and with whom I had a lot of fun.  
However, looking back on it as an adult, Ray was the most important person in my life in making me 
the man I am today.  He taught me about right and wrong and stood beside me as I struggled through 
the growing pains of life.  He helped me to see where I went wrong and how to learn from my 
mistakes so I may come away from them a better person.  I do not know where I would be without 
the guiding influence of my Big Brother. 
 

Ray was there for all the milestones of my life.  He watched as I became more and more involved in 

hockey and baseball, as I got my drivers licence and as I graduated high school and later college.  He 

came with me as I searched for my first home, and helped carry boxes as I moved in.  He has been 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƭƻŎƪ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ 

midnight without his best wishes for a happy year to come.  Most recently on November 15
th

, 2008 I 

stood waiting for my bride to walk down the aisle and there was no one I would have considered 

having stand beside me as my best man than Ray.  I said it best during my wedding speech that same 

ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ άL ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƳŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 

wedding day as Ray is the definition of a best man and a best friend.  I am forever grateful for what 

Ray and his family have donŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 

Being a part of the Big Brother Program has impacted me in a way that I cannot even begin to 

express with words.  As I continue on my pathway of life I know that it will be with the continued 

support and love ƻŦ wŀȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

male role model it provided me with a loving, nurturing family and friendship that will last a lifetime 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ .ƛƎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ !ssociation for bringing Ray into my 

life and consequently playing an integral role in making me the man I am today.  

David Longley 

Little Brother 
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If you have a picture of you 

and your Big/Little together 

send  it to us in an email and 

we may use it in the next 

newsletter.  

Former Big Brother Chris Tozer and his wife Karen want to pass 

on the importance of giving to others to their  8 year  old twin 

daughters Marissa and Emma.  And so far the Tozer family has 
done a great job in the giving department. Marissa and Emma 
celebrated their 8 th  birthday on February 21, 2010 and for the 
2nd  time wanted do something that would help out their 
communi ty and more specifically Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Oshawa -Whitby. They decided they would have a swimming 

party at the South Oshawa Community centre and ask all 
(30+) guests to bring a gift which in - turn they wanted to 
donate  to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Os hawa -Whitby. Wow talk 
about generosity! Big Brothers Big Sisters of Oshawa -Whitby 
would like to say thank you once again to Marissa and Emma 
for their outstanding kindness and generosity . 
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GUYS NIGHT  
 

Tuesday April 20, 2010 

6:30pm -8:00pm  

BBBSOW Office 
 

 

A great evening of pizza & beer (r oot that is) , 

CARDS and ROCK BAND!  
Weõll have a couple different card games set up 

as well a couple rock band stations.  
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BOWLING 
 

Thursday May 27, 2010 

6:30pm -8:00pm  

North End Bowl  
 

Let`s hit the lanes and  

knock a few down!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROAD HOCKEY 
 

Thursday May 1 3, 2010 

6:30pm -8:30pm  

Location to be determined  
 

Put your game face on and hit the streets (or 

parking lot) with us  as we play a game of the 

great Canadian Tradition!  

Who knows  if we get enough interest  

we could make this a monthly activity!!  

 

GALS NIGHT  
 

Tuesday April 2 7, 2010 

6:30pm -8:00pm  

BBBSOW Office 
 

 

A great eveni ng of snacks and pina colada`s  

CRAFTS and ROCK BAND!  
Weõll have a couple different crafts set up as well 

a couple rock band stations.  

 

 

BIG BUNCH ACTIVITIES 

 

Mini Golf  
 

Wednesday  June 15th  

6:30pm -8:00pm  

Pickering Playing Fields  
 

Join us for a evening of mini golf at 

the best course in Durham Region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We`re well into the 2010 year and have had a number of great activities so far this year. The next 9 months promises to be ju st as 
great or even better. Remember if you should have any ideas for activities we would love to hear about them or if you have a 
favourite be sure to let us know and we might be able to squeeze it in again.  
 

We have a number of new volunteers who have joined the Big Bunch program and they are eager to get started and meet all those 
Littles on the waiting list. Welcome!!!  
 

Just a reminder to all those Little Brothers and Sisters on the waiting list, please try to attend as many activities as poss ible. This is a 
good way for you to remain connected with the agency and for us to get to know you a little better all the while having fun.  Also 
remember that we have had a few Big/Little matches who have met through the Big Bunch program. Who knows you may connect 
with a Big Bunch Leader and then transition into a Traditional Match with them. However, if you are not attending the activities  the 
Leaders will not know who you are.  
 
Big Bunch activities are for the children on the waiting list, however, we often have spots left over and open them up to mat ches. If 
you are a match wanting to register for an activity please ensure that you have spoke to your Little and their parent(s) p rior to 
registering. Parents please leave all the registering of activities up to your child`s Big.  
 
Thank you and let`s have some fun!!!  
 
 

 

Saturday June 5 th 

10:30am -2pm  
Start & end location to be  

determined.  BBQ Lunch to follow.  
 

Teams of 2-4 will be  given  2 hours to  

travel by car throughout  the city 

gather ing as many  items from a list of 100  

as possible.   

The top 2 teams  will receive a prize!  

You can create your  team or I can . 

If you are willing to do the driving let  me 

know upon registering . Each team will 

need a digital camera!  

 


